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Personal Data
	Title
	Dr.

	First name
	Martha Maria

	Name
	Sander

	Current position
	Postdoctoral researcher

	Current institution(s)/site(s), country
	Alfred-Wegener-Institut, Helmholtz-Zentrum für Polar- und Meeresforschung, Potsdam, Deutschland

	Identifiers/ORCID 
	0000-0002-9036-0450



Qualifications and Career
	Stages
	Periods and Details

	Degree programme
	October 2011 – September 2014 
Bachelor in Life Sciences 
University of Potsdam, Germany 
“very good”

October 2014 – September 2017 
Master in Ecology, Evolution and Conservation 
University of Potsdam, Germany
Thesis: Fuel load and wing pointedness of migratory warbler species during autumn migration on the East Asian flyway
“very good”

October 2017 – March 2018
Master Geoecology (not graduated)
University of Potsdam, Germany
Completed courses in ArcGIS, QGIS and Landscape Ecology

	Doctorate 
	Defense on 21.03.2022 (3 years + 3 months)
PhD in Biology and Applied Biotechnologies 
University of Turin, Italy, Prof. Dan Chamberlain
Thesis: The ecology of alpine birds: Linking breeding and migration
“with honors”

	Stages of academic/
professional
career

	11/2023 – present      
Postdoc at Alfred Wegener Institute, Helmholtz centre for polar and marine research
Topic: Antarctic seabird ecology

09/2022 – 10/2023	
Researcher at NABU (Naturschutzbund Deutschland) e.V.
Topic: Urban bird ecology
Main duties: writing scientific publication, data analysis in R & GIS (national monitoring scheme, ecological data), organisation&coordination of ornithological field surveys in six German cities, breeding bird monitoring (line transects), traffic & habitat measurements

01/2022 – 07/2022	
Scholar at University of Turin, Italy
Topic: The ecology of Alpine migrant bird species,
PhD follow-up scholarship (6 months)
Main duties: writing scientific publications, organisation of field season, bird (nest) monitoring, trapping and tagging of songbirds (geolocation), chick ringing, camera traps, habitat measurements, data analysis



Supplementary Career Information

11/2023 – 12/2024	Expedition to King George Island (AWI), Antarctica
Main duties: Bird tracking with state-of-the-art technologies, biological sampling
05/2018 – 07/2018	Field assistant in Amur Bird Project (University of Münster), Russia 
Main duties: Capture, ringing & tagging of migratory songbirds (geolocation), leading 2nd bird capture team, analysis of field data
06/2017 – 07/2017 	Field assistant in Western Alps (University of Turin), Italy 
Main duties: bird and habitat surveys (breeding ecology)
09/2015 – 10/2015	Internships in Amur Bird Project (University of Potsdam), Russia
09/2014 – 10/2014	Main duties: bird ringing, autumn migration counts, ecological education
Activities in the Research System
since 2023 Vice-chair in COST action EUFLYNET (https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA22117/)
since 2017 Executive Committee Migrant Landbird Study Group 
(http://migrantlandbirds.org/)
Lead and organisation of open webinars (7 sessions in 2020, 2021, 2022, >25 invited international speakers)
2014–2016 Elected committee member in Studienkommission and Institutsrat Biologie, University of Potsdam
since 2017 European Ornithologists‘ Union; since 2015 Deutsche Ornithologen-Gesellschaft
	Active member with yearly talks and poster presentations
Teaching and supervision activities:
2022 – 2023 NABU e.V., Germany 
· External supervisor of 1 Master, 1 Bachelor thesis and 4 student internships
· Training in field methods & data analysis
2018 – 2022 University of Turin & Parco Naturale Val Troncea, Italy
· Co-supervision of a Master’s thesis (Riccardo Alba, 2019), including training in field techniques, data analysis and publication in a peer-reviewed journal
· Training and supervision of 8 student placements (“stage”, 1-2 months) between 2019 and 2021
Academic Distinctions
08/2023 	Listed candidate for qualification position (for habilitation, 3+3 years) at University of Oldenburg, working group “Migration Ecology”, invitation to interview, 2nd position
09/2015 	PROMOS scholarship for internship within Amur Bird Project 2015
03/2019	Research grant of Deutsche Ornithologen-Gesellschaft (4,140€)

Scientific Results

Alba, R., Chamberlain, D., Rosselli, D., and Sander, M.M. (2023). Habitat Quality Drives the Spatio-Temporal Occupation of a Migratory Songbird, the Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe, in Alpine Grasslands. Ardeola 71. 10.13157/arla.71.1.2024.ra4.
· Publication and co-supervision of R. Alba master thesis
Sander, M.M., and Tietze, D.T. (2022). Impacts of Traffic Infrastructure on Urban Bird Communities: A Review. Sustainability 14, 16805. 10.3390/su142416805. Open access
Sander, M.M., Jähnig, S., Lisovski, S., Mermillon, C., Alba, R., Rosselli, D., and Chamberlain, D. (2022). High nest failure but better nestling quality for early breeders in an alpine population of Northern Wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe). Ibis n/a. 10.1111/ibi.13133. Open access
Sander, M.M., Chamberlain, D., Mermillon, C., Alba, R., Jähnig, S., Rosselli, D., Meier, C.M., and Lisovski, S. (2021). Early Breeding Conditions Followed by Reduced Breeding Success Despite Timely Arrival in an Alpine Migratory Songbird. Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution 9, 565. 10.3389/fevo.2021.676506. Open access
Sander, M.M., and Chamberlain, D. (2020). Evidence for intraspecific phenotypic variation in songbirds along elevation gradients in central Europe. Ibis 162, 1355–1362. 10.1111/ibi.12843.
Sander, M.M., Heim, W., and Schmaljohann, H. (2019). Seasonal and diurnal increases in energy stores in migratory warblers at an autumn stopover site along the Asian–Australasian flyway. J Ornithol. 10.1007/s10336-019-01701-7.
Sander, M.M., Eccard, J.A., and Heim, W. (2017). Flight range estimation of migrant Yellow-browed Warblers Phylloscopus inornatus on the East Asian Flyway. Bird Study 64, 569–572. 10.1080/00063657.2017.1409696. Open access
Sander, M.M., and Scheffler, C. (2016). Bilateral asymmetry in left handers increased concerning morphological laterality in a recent sample of young adults. Anthropol Anz 73, 335–342. 10.1127/anthranz/2016/0663.
Jähnig, S., Sander, M.M., Caprio, E., Rosselli, D., Rolando, A., and Chamberlain, D. (2020). Microclimate affects the distribution of grassland birds, but not forest birds, in an Alpine environment. J Ornithol 161, 677–689. 10.1007/s10336-020-01778-5.
· Field work (bird and habitat surveys) in Italy in 2018, supporting data analysis and manuscript writing
Heim, W., Antonov, A., Kunz, F., Sander, M.M., Bastardot, M., Beermann, I., Heim, R.J., Thomas, A., and Volkova, V. (2023). Habitat use, survival, and migration of a little-known East Asian endemic, the yellow-throated bunting Emberiza elegans. Ecology and Evolution 13, e10030. 10.1002/ece3.10030. Open access
· Participation in Amur Bird Project since 2014: Field work (capture, tagging, recapture and habitat surveys) in Russia in 2014, 2015 and 2018, revision of manuscripts, supporting data analysis
Sander, M.M., and Lisovski, S. (2022). Eine Vielzahl an Veränderungen bedroht die Vogelwelt der Alpen: Klimawandel. Der Falke Sonderheft 2022. Artikelnummer: FA22SH02

